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Hg ure 1 illustrates an embodiment of a system 100 for accura y 

, m l (12 that forms part of a dev.ce such as a laptop 
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adhesive* pre-applied to the backsides of the base label, while the labels 110 and 1 12 are 
attached to the base label 200 with an adhesive that will allow the labels 110 and 112 to 
be removed from the BSD bag for later affixation elsewhere. Although two labels 110 
and 112 are illustrated in this embodiment, in other embodiments more than two labels 
5 can be used, depending on the number of p.aces the MAC address of the network card 
102 must be accurately displayed. 

The MAC address printed on each label 110 and 112 uniquely identifies 
and corresponds to the MAC address of the network card 102 stored on the inside of the 
BSD bag 114 By reading the MAC address directly from the network card 102, 
10 immediately printing the MAC address on the labels 110 and 112. and immediately 
placing those labels on the BSD bag 114, accurate identification of the network card 102 
and display of its MAC address is assured. This represents an improvement over the 
prior art, in which large number of labels were printed out en masse, and then simply 
deposited on the inside of the BSD bag when the network card 102 was inserted theretn. 
15 With the prior art, there is high potential for mixing up the labels, meaning that there >s 
no assurance that the number on the label inserted in the bag will correspond to the MAC 
address of the network card 102. 

Figure 3 illustrates use of the labels 110 and 112 upon their removal from 
the base label 200 on the ESD bag 114. When the manufacturer of a device such as 
20 laptop computer 300 receives the ESD bag 114 containing the network card 102, the 
network card 102 is removed from the ESD bag and installed in the proper slot in the 
interior of the laptop 300. As soon as the network card is installed on the laptop, the first 
label 110 is removed from the exterior of the ESD bag and pasted on the exterior of the 
laptop 300. By having a label on the exterior of the laptop, the MAC address of the 
25 network card contained therein can be easily determined without having to open up the 
laptop, remove the network card, and read the MAC address therefrom. The second label 
112 is removed from the ESD bag 114 and is affixed to the exterior of the shipping 
container 302 in which the laptop 300 will be sent to the end user. By displaying the 
label 112 on the outside of the shipping container 302, the end user need not even open 
30 the shipping container to determine the MAC address of the network card inside the 
laptop. Instead, the end user can read the MAC number directly from the exterior of the 



P11384-AP.doc 
BSTZ Seattle 



packing container and enter it into the proper databases or routing tables, so that laptop 
300 will function with the network once installed. This is of particular advantage to end 
users who buy large numbers of computers, because it would be a large burden to unpack 
every computer to determine its MAC address. 

There are, of course, many other ways the labels 1 10 and 1 12 can be used. 
For example, the labels can be pasted or affixed in other locations. The general intent is 
,o allow users to easily and accurately determtne the MAC address of the network card 
inside the laptop without having to either unpack the laptop from its shipping contamer, 
or open up the laptop and extract the network card 102. As discussed above ,n 
connection with Figure 2, there can also be more than two labels, depending on the 
number of places where it ,s necessary to display the MAC address of the network card 
102 inside the laptop 300. 

The above description of illustrated embodiments of the invention, 
including what is described in the Abstract, is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the 
invention to the precise forms disclosed. While specific embodiments of, and examples 
for the invention are described herein for illustrative purposes, various eqtuvalent 
modifications arc possible within the scope of the invention, as those skilled „ the 
relevant art will recognize. These modifications can be made to the invention in light of 
the above detailed description. 

The terms used in the following claims should not be construed to limit 
the invention to the specific embodiments dtsclosed in the specification and the claims. 
Rather the scope of the invention is to be determined entirely by the following clatms, 
which are to be construed in accordance with established doctrines of clatm 
interpretation. 
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